Esther Wojcicki

Beginning Journalism

School phone: 650-329-3710 ext. 7370

Home phone: 493-0919, cell phone 650-814-0900

Email: thewoj @ hotmail.com

Or Wojcicki @ hotmail.com

BEGINNING JOURNALISM COURSE OUTLINE AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Books and magazines to be used in the course:

Interview That Work by Shirley Biagi

The Mass Media and the School Newspaper by Dewitt Reddick

Scholastic Journalism

Elements of Style by Strunk and White

Time Magazine

New Yorker Magazine

Mother Jones Magazine

There will be handouts on PageMaker and PhotoShop.

The primary texts for the course will be the San Jose Mercury, SF Chronicle, NY Times, Wall Street Journal,, PA Weekly and PA Daily News.  You will also get articles from the websites of the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and USA Today

Time Magazine is also a text for the class and you will be asked to subscribe to it. It costs $13. for the semester.  Thi is a special student rate which is half of the already discounted rate and only available through the schools.

GOALS OF THE COURSE

The goal of the course is to teach the following skills:

1. How to write well under pressure

2. How to gather information from a variety of sources

3. How to critically analyze this information

4. How to interview effectively

5. How to speak-up in large group situations

6. How to work effectively with your peers under a variety of trying situations

7. How to listen critically 

8. How to think and ask difficult questions

9. How to write the following newspaper formats:

a. Single feature news story (personality feature) 

b. Multiple feature story

c. Regular feature story:  ideas, fads, trends

d. Reviews: restaurant, movies, CDs, book, products

e. Editorials and opinion articles

f. Columns

g. Sports stories

h. Survey stories

i. Investigative reporting

j. Magazine writing: features, reviews, opinions

k. Broadcast journalism: overview, scripts, voice-overs

l. On-line journalism: introduction to writing for the web

m. The laws of the press

10. How to work hard, be organized and have fun at the same time.

11. How to get along with a diverse group of people and learn to appreciate differences and work effectively as a team.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Late stories will be penalized one grade unless there is an emergency.  If you are absent, please email me the story at thewoj @ hotmail.com.   Please cut and paste your story into the email if you cannot send me a Word file.   Turning a story in on time is very important since it prepares you for being in any of the Advanced Journalism programs which all have deadlines.  Being late in journalism usually means that the story cannot be published. The whole newspaper or magazine cannot wait for a late story.

2. There will be homework every night of the week and on weekends, but the homework is usually interesting and will help you with your other classes as well. It consists of one of the following: writing or revising, reading the newspaper, watching a TV program, reading Time, or doing research for your story.

3. We will discuss Time magazine once a week on the block period day so please bring your Time Magazines on that day.

4. The only “test” you will have in this class is on the terminology for layout and design and on the laws governing the press.  You should be well prepared for those tests so it should not be a problem.

5. PageMaker and PhotoShop will be taught in one-day workshops during school.

6. You need to have a computer at home; if you do not, please see me.

MORE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

1. You need to subscribe to a daily newspaper and READ it every day.

2. As previously mentioned, you need to subscribe to and read Time.

3. For every writing style that we study, you will be required to cut out three articles, paste or tape them to an 8.5 x 11 inch paper and comment on them.  

a. Date of article

b. Where it was published

c. Kind of article

d. Kind of lead

e. What was good/bad about the article (your opinion): no more than one paragraph.

4. Bring a binder to class every day with a SECTION for Beginning Journalism. Store the handouts in that binder until you no longer need them.  Then transfer them to the larger binder that you will be keeping at home for Beginning Journalism

5. AT HOME you will need to keep a large three ring binder (with large rings) so you can store all your materials and stories.   You need to have two sets of dividers and they should be marked as follows:

a. Personality features

b. Movie reviews

c. Restaurant reviews

d. Music reviews

e. Features

f. News stories

g. Columns

h. Sports stories

i. Editorial and opinion

j. Survey stories

k. Investigative reporting

l. Book reviews

m. Magazine writing

n. Broadcast journalism

o. PageMaker/Photoshop 

p. Layout & design

q. Miscellaneous

6. You need to start putting all your materials in the binder on a regular basis at the beginning of the year.  Students who try to put the entire binder together at the end of the semester usually spend several nights up and have a hard time reassembling all the materials.

7. The class will also be critiquing on a regular basis the Campanile, Verde, and the Paly Broadcast programs (when they appear this fall).

GRADING 

1. You will be graded on the following basis:

a. Your writing-----of course, in a journalism program this is the most important part!! You will have an opportunity to revise all articles.  Usually 2-4 revisions are all that is needed.  If you fail to turn in your articles in a timely fashion, then you will lose the right to revise.  So make sure that you follow the revision schedule.  The revision is usually due the next day after it has been returned to you.  Students learn fastest when they revise a piece of writing that is still fresh in their minds.  Remember, I am trying to get you to write at the “publishable” level.

b. Your final portfolio (binder) which includes all your work

c. Your classroom participation which includes being informed and having read the daily paper and Time.

d. For the most part, you should not be worried about your grade provided that you do the revisions and turn them in on time.  I expect everyone in the class to get at least an A or B.

TYPICAL ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

The assignment schedule normally works this way: 

Monday:  new writing style discussed

Tuesday: examples of new writing style brought in

Wednesday/Thursday:  Discussion of Time, writing techniques, current events

Computer lab time on block days

Friday: Article assigned

Monday: article DUE

Tuesday: article returned to you/ errors discussed

Wednesday/Thursday: revisions due

Friday: article returned to you

Monday: Revision due

ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE

Week 1, 2 personality features

Week 3,4 movie reviews

Week 5, 6 restaurants

Week 7,8 CD reviews, columns

Week 9.10 editorial, opinion

Week 11, 12 news

Week 13 sports

Week 14, 15 features, Magazine writing

Week 16,17 survey, investigative

Week 18,19 PageMaker, PhotoShop BOOK REVIEW DUE

Week 20 Final Exam

FINAL WORDS

1. Make sure you save all your writing assignments and all revisions of those writing assignments.

2. The newest revision of your assignment must be stapled TO THE TOP of the assignments.  In other words, you are turning in all the old revisions too, but the latest revision is ON THE TOP. 

3. One of my primary goals in this class is for you to have a good time while you increase your writing skills and your self-confidence.  So I hope you enjoy the class!

