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General: Use the headings and subheadings below.  Make sure each topic is explicitly addressed.  This is NOT a creative writing exercise.  It IS a written argument to a general audience that makes a strong case for the study you want to do.

1. 
Problem Statement (5 parts) 



[What’s at issue here? In laypersons’ terms, what needs to be researched and why?]

a. 
Topic

b. 
Problem

c. 
Justification for Importance of Problem

d. 
Deficiencies in Existing Knowledge

e. 
Audiences Expected to Be Interested

2. 
Purpose Statement 




[What exactly is the purpose of this study? Should include the specific group, location or event that you will study.]

3. 
Conceptual Framework/Conceptual Context 
[What is the conceptual approach you will take to this study and why are you taking this approach?]

a. 
Experiential knowledge relevant to problem

b. 
Theories relevant to problem (from literature review)

c. 
Findings of past research relevant to problem (from literature review)

When using the literature to describe theories or findings, be precise about what the author says his/her theory is (or his/her findings are) and make clear how this precise theory (finding) informed your conceptual framework.  The paragraphs/points of your conceptual framework should be related to each other so as to construct an argument for the conceptual approach you will take in your study.  Paragraphs/points not related to others should be omitted (even if they are great!).  Also be sure to include full citations (including page numbers for quotes) in the text.
4. 
Research Questions




[Questions that must be answered, for the group or setting you are studying, in order to fulfill the Purpose through the approach outlined in the Conceptual Framework]

5. 
Methods





[All the arrangements, decisions, procedures and steps you must make or take to (1) collect data and (2) analyze data that will answer the Research Questions]

a. 
Research design (case study, ethnography, case study + survey, narrative, etc.) and rationale for it

b. 
Nature of relationship to be established with participants




c. 
Sampling plan (purposive, convenience, or probability) and rationale

d. 
Data collection (prelim proposal)

i. 
Participant/observation 

(1) 
What you will do, with whom, how often, and why 

(2) 
Observation guidelines

ii. 
Interview questions

(1) 
What you will ask about, of whom, in what circumstances, and why

(2) 
Interview questions

iii. 
Surveys and other forms of data collection (if applicable)

(1) 
What will you do, with whom, and why

(2) 
Instruments or other means of eliciting information

e. 
Data analysis (final proposal)

6. 
Validity (final proposal; talk about next week)
[What are potential threats to the credibility of your findings and what will you do to assure that your findings are as credible as possible?]

