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EDUC 8220: Intro to Education Research and Policy (Under Construction)

General Description  

This course traces major currents in U.S. educational policy and policy research from the early 20th century up to the present.  It is multidisciplinary in approach, incorporating elements of law, philosophy, history, and the empirical social sciences. It places special emphasis on examining educational policy initiatives and research from the perspective of social justice.   

Reading
1. Books 

Chubb, J. & Moe, T. (1990).  Politics, markets and America’s Schools.  Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institute.

Cross, C. (2004). Political education: national policy comes of age. New York: Teachers College Press.
Dewey, J. (1938). Experience and education.  New York: Macmillan.

Rothstein, R. (2004).  Class and schools.  Washington, D.C.: Economic Policy Institute.

Salamone, R. (1986) Education under law: legal rights and federal policy in the post-Brown era. New York: St. Martin’s Press.

Shannon, P. (1989). Broken promises: reading instruction in twentieth-century America.  Granby, MA: Bergin & Garvey.
The National Commission on Excellence in Education (1983). A Nation at Risk.  Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office (available at: http://www.goalline.org/Goal%20Line/NatAtRisk.html.
Tyack, D. (1974). The one best system: a history of American urban education.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

2. Collected articles and chapters (CR) available in the Equity Library.

Assignments 

1: A notebook containing (1) at least 10 entries (2-3 double-spaced pages) consisting of an exposition and a critical evaluation (a brief discussion of pluses and minuses, of particularly illuminating or questionable claims, etc.) of the reading vis a vis the weekly theme(s). (Notebooks will be collected Feb 1 and should contain at least two entries.  The entries will be evaluated to make sure you are on track.) 

2. A critical literature review (approx. 15 double-spaced pages) that pursues in some detail what has happened in a given area (e.g., special education, bilingual education, gender equity, desegregation, curriculum reform) with respect to fostering (or eroding) equal educational opportunity since the 1980.  

3. The above review will be the basis for joint a presentation with other students in a symposium.  
Schedule

I Background

Jan 11
(1) Course overview (2) View video “School” (progressivism)

Jan 18
The Several Faces of “Progressive Education.”  Read: One Best System, IV and V; Oakes (CR)

Jan  25
John Dewey: Pioneer in the Pursuit of Educational Equality.  Read: selections from Mcd and “Dem Faith.” (CR)

Feb    1
John Dewey: An early “constructivist.”  Read: Experience and Education, all.

II The Pursuit of Equality

Feb  8
(1) The Brown decision.  View excerpt from “Eyes on the Prize.”  Read: (1) Brown decisions I and II (CR); (2) Equal Education Under Law, II; (3) Equality of Educational Opportunity Summary Report (CR).

Feb 15
The Concept of Equal Educational Opportunity.  Read: (1) Coleman, (2) Burbules and Rice; (3) Howe, pp. 1-3, ch 2 (CR).

Feb 22
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and the Expansion of the Pursuit of Equality into Issues of Language, Gender, and Disabilities.  View video “School” episode 3.  Read: (1) Equal Education Under Law, III-VI; (2) Cross, chapters 2-4.

Mar  1
The Leftist Critique, “Old” and “New.”  Read: (1) Bowles and Gintis chapters; (2) Foucault chapters

Mar  8
An Example of the Leftist (“Critical Pedagogy”) Approach.  Read:  Shannon (all).

III   The Pursuit of Equality as Fostering a “Tide of Mediocrity”: The Pursuit of Excellence and Efficiency

Mar 15
The Early Push for Standards and Choice.  View the video “School” episode 4.    Read: (1) A Nation at Risk; (2) Equal Education Under Law, VI; (3) Cross, 5.

Mar 22
Spring Break

Mar 29
School Choice [Guest: Kevin Welner].  Read: (1) Politics, Markets and America’s Schools (excerpts TBD); (2) TBD 

Apr  5
Three Waves of the Standards-Testing Movement [Guest Instructor: Lorrie Shepard].  Read: (1) Cross, 6; (2) Howe (ER and Phil of Ed articles); (3) TBD 

IV The Current Scene

Apr 12
No Class--AERA


Apr 19
No Child Left Behind.  Read:  (1) Cross, 7-8, (2) TBD

Apr 26
The Liberal (or “Mainstream Leftist”) Critique: Read: Rothstein

May  3
Symposia [double session] 
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