UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO at BOULDER

School of Education

(Education 8014)

Doctoral Seminar in Multicultural Education

Instructor: Ruben Donato
Office: Education 340

Phone: 492-7946

Office Hrs: By appointment

email: ruben.donato@colorado.edu

Purpose and Central Themes

The course will examine the multicultural education debate in the United States. Although we will become familiar with the origins of multiculturalism—from the Melting Pot Theory, to cultural pluralism, to the inter-cultural education movement, and on to the birth of multicultural education during the 1960s and 1970s—we will spend most of our time on current debates, it theoretical aspects, cultural identity and difference, the politics of recognition, and its relationships to education policy and practice.  Our goal is to understand what is at stake in multicultural education and why it is so controversial. 

Course Format and Assignments

This course is organized as a seminar.  In order to ensure successful discussions, it is necessary for everyone to prepare for each session. Preparation not only means reading the material but thinking about it very carefully.  The final grade for this course will be determined by your participation and quality of your work on: 5 short (4 pages) papers, assist with two discussion sessions, a small group (no more than four) of an article review of your choice from the Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education, and a Publishable (25 pages) Paper.  Please note that assisting with discussions does not mean you are expected to present to the class.  Rather, it means you and I will meet to think about how we want to discuss the readings.  It usually means coming up with provocative questions or designing an activity to engage the class with the material.  With this format, I hope to engage everyone in the class.

Because the topics in this course are sensitive and sometimes difficult to discuss, I want to create a safe, supportive, and open environment--one that is civil yet critical of ideas. I expect this class to be a place where people will treat each other with respect, take risks, and listen carefully to the ideas of others.  Finally, do not feel that you have to agree with me, the text, or with a politically correct or incorrect position.  I only ask that you take care to back up your points with solid argument (s) rather than just heated passion.  More than anything else, no one will be punished/demeaned for his or her perspective (s) in this course.

Disability Reasonable Accomodation

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter to me from Disability Services early in the semester so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).

Religious Reasonable Accommodation

Every effort shall be made to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments, or required attendance, provided advance notification of the conflict is given.  Whenever possible, students should give at least two weeks advance notice to request special accommodation.  For additional information on this policy, see http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Student Honor Code

A Student Honor Code is in effect in all schools and colleges of the University.  You can see the honor code information at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode
The Student Honor Code includes the following admonition regarding the use of uncited materials from the Internet: 

“Papers submitted by any student, written in part or in whole by someone other than that student, shall be considered to constitute fraud under the University Honor Code, and result in the assignment of an 'F' for the entire course.”

Short Papers

In the short papers (4 pages), you will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the arguments made by the authors assigned.  In these papers, I am not looking for a summary of the text.  I want to see a reflection or critique demonstrating serious thought connecting the specific topic to other topics, to your experiences and to your learning.  I look for originality of thought, logic, care of argument, and well written ideas.  Despite the length of these papers, they should be comprehensive, rigorous, and original.  In writing these papers, you may consider answering one of the following questions:  What did you learn, relearn or unlearn in these readings?  What changes, if any, did you experience in your attitudes, beliefs, or values.  Did you disagree with anything said by the authors (s)? Was there anything that was so important in the reading that you will never forget?

Group Presentation from Handbook on Multicultural Education

Given the extent of the “multicultural” literature, we only skimming the surface on this topic.  In order to broaden our perspectives, you (as small groups) will select an article/chapter from the Handbook on Multicultural Education.  This will be an opportunity for you (as a group) to present it to the class.  Please note that you will only have approximately twenty minutes to do this.  The group will provide a one-page handout for the class that gets at the gist of the argument of the article and your groups’ response.

The “Publishable” (25 page) Paper

I realize people in the class come from different program areas.  We will have representation from ICCA, EFPP, EECD, REM, and EPSY.  Thus, there cannot be a “one size fits all” for this assignment.  Within this context, you will be expected to write a publishable paper from your area of study.  That is, you will need to think about how Multicultural Education applies to your particular area/discipline/interest.  If your area is Math or Science education, for example, you will need to understand how multicultural education (broadly conceived) is being treated/discussed in your field.  Thus, you will have to conduct a literature review, meet with your advisor to talk about a possible topic, and try as much as possible to address the issue/question you raise.  You will have to think about style and format of the journal you plan to target.  Please note that this assignment may or may not be empirical.  The way I see it, this assignment is not written for me.  It is for you.  It is a stepping-stone toward your professional development. You will be required to send me an email within the first month of class to inform me about the topic of your “publishable paper.”

Required Books

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. (1998). Disuniting of America.  New York: W.W. Norton.

Nathan Glazer (1997).  We Are All Multiculturalists Now. Harvard University Press.

Joe Kincheloe and Shirley Steinberg (1997).  Changing Multiculturalism. Philadelphia:  Open University Press

Gary Howard (1999).  We Can’t Teach what We Don’t Know:  White Teachers, Multicultural Schools.  New York:  Teachers College Press.

Catherine Cornbleth and Dexter Waugh (1995). The Great Speckled Bird:  Multicultural Politics and Education Policymaking. New York:  St. Martin’s Press. Part Two; Cases.

Ronald Schmidt (2000).  Language Policy and Identity Politics in the United States.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Reading Packet

In addition to the required books, there will be a reading packet located on the third floor in the Education and Diversity Library.

Due Dates and Value

The value of each assignment and due dates will look something like this:






   
            Percent

Due Date
Paper 1






10

Feb 4



Paper 2






10

Feb 11


Paper 3






10

Feb 25


Paper 4






10

Mar 10

Paper 5






10

Apr 7

Article group presentation




05

On-going

Discussion sessions




2.5x2=
05

On-Going

Publishable Paper





40

 May 3

  







100



COURSE OUTLINE

WEEK 1 INTRODUCTION

Jan 14

Explanation of Course

WEEK 2 SETTING THE CONTEXT AND HISTORY

21

bell hooks (1994).  Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New York: Routledge.  Ch. 3.  Embracing Change:  Teaching in a Multicultural World: 35-44. 

Leswin Laubscher and Susan Powell (2003).  Skinning the Drum:  Teaching About Diversity as “Other.”  Harvard Educational Review.  Vol 73, No. 2: 203-224.

Joy Lei and Carl Grant. “Multicultural Education in the United States: A Case of Paradoxical Equality.”  In Carl Grant and Joy Lei (2001).  Global Constructions of Multicultural Education:  Theories and Realities.  New Jersey: Laurence Erlbaum: 205-238.

James Banks (2003 "Multicultural Education: Historical Development, Dimensions, and Practice." in J. Banks and Cherry Banks (eds.), Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education. San Francisco: Jossey- Bass.  Chapter 1, pp. 3-29.

WEEK 3  CONTINUE 

28

Stephen Steinberg (1981).  The Ethnic Myth: Race, Ethnicity, and Class in America. Boston: Beacon Press. Part One.  The Simmering Melting Pot:  Introduction: The New Ethnicity in Historical Perspective; Ch. 1 The Ignominious Origins of Ethnic Pluralism in America. P. 3-43.

Cherry Banks “Intercultural and Intergroup Education, 1929-1959:  Linking Schools and Communities.  In J. Banks, Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education . Chapter 36, pp. 753-769.

WEEK 4 WHAT'S AT STAKE AND WHY SO CONTROVERSIAL?

Feb 4

Kenschloe and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, What is Multiculturalism? 1-26.

Nathan Glazer, We Are All Multiculturalists Now. 1-161.

First Short Paper Due (From weeks 2-4).

WEEK 5 CONTINUE WITH WHAT’S AT STAKE AND CONTROVERSY

11

Linda Darling-Hammond (2003). What Happens to a Dream Deferred? The Continuing Quest for Equal educational Opportunity.   In Banks, Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education. Chapter 29, pp. 607-630.

Michael Onleck,  “Can Multicultural Education Change What Counts as Cultural Capital?” American Educational Research Journal, Vol. 37 (Summer, 2000): 317-348.

Second Short Paper, (From Glazer’s book).

WEEK 6 CONTINUE WITH WHATS AT STAKE AND CONTROVERSY

18 

Schlesinger, Arthur M., Jr. (1992). Disuniting of America, Pp. 9-138.

WEEK 7 SOCIAL CLASS

25

kinschole and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, The Importance of Class in Multiculturalism, p. 106-136.

Michael Knapp and Sara Woolverton (2003). “Social Class and Schooling.”  In Banks, Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education, Chapter 31, pp. 656-681.

Third Short Paper (From Schlesinger’s book).

WEEK 8  WHITE PRIVILEGE FROM WHITE PERSPECTIVES

Mar 3

Christine Sleeter. “Diversity Vs. White Privilege.  Rethinking Schools. (Winter 2000/2001): 1-5.

Gary Howard (1999).  We Can’t Teach what We Don’t Know:  White Teachers, Multicultural Schools, Pp. 1-121.

Kinschole and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, “So Purely White; Whiteness in Critical Multiculturalism,” p. 206-229.

(First Handbook Presentation)

WEEK 9 GENDER

10

Kinchloe and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, The Importance of Gender in Multiculturism, p. 137-168

Betty Schmitz, Jonnella Butler, Geverley Guy-Sheftall, and Deborah Rosenfelt (2003).  Women Studies and Curiculum tranformation in the United States.  In Banks, Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education, Chapter 44, pp. 882-905.

(Fourth Short Paper (White Privilege Material)

(Second Handbook Presentation)

WEEK 10  HEGEMONY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

17

Kincholoe and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, Critical Multcultalism: Power and Democracy, 58-82; Critical Multiculturalism: hegemony, representation and the struggle for Justice, pp. 83-105.

Christine Sleeter and Dolores Delgado Bernal (2003). “Critical Pedagogy, Critical Race Theory, and Antiracist Education:  Implications for Multicultural Education.  In Banks, Handbook of Research on Multicultural Education, Chapter 1, pp. 240-258.

(Third Handbook Presentation)

WEEK 11
SPRING BREAK


24

No Class

WEEK 12  LANGUAGE POLITICS

31

Ronald Schmidt, Sr. (2000).  Language Policy and Identity Politics in the United States.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Ch. 5, Language Policy and Equality: The Search for Justice; Ch. 6 Language Policy and National Unity: The Search for the Common Good; Ch. 8, Pluralistic Integration: Toward Greater Justice and a More Common Good.  Pp. 130-250

(Fourth Handbook Presentation)

WEEK 13
THE PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION

April 7

Sonia Nieto (1999). The Light in Their Eyes; Creating Multicultural Learning Communities. New York: Teachers College Press. Ch. 6, The Personal and Collective Transformation of Teachers; Ch. 7, Creating Learning Communities: Implications for Multicultural Education. pp. 130-176.

Fifth Short Paper (from weeks 10 and 12)

WEEK 14
AERA



No Class

WEEK 15
THE CURRICULUM, POLICY AND PRACTICE

31

Kinchloe and Stein, Changing Multiculturalism, The curriculum of Critical Multiculturalism: Historicizing, analyzing and affirming. Pp.230-252.

Catherine Cornbleth and Dexter Waugh. The Great Speakled Bird:  Part Two; Cases, Chapters 3-7 (California and New York), pp. 59-204.

Christine E. Sleeter (1996). "This Curriculum is Multicultural...Isn't It?.  In C. Sleeter, Multicultural Education as Social Activism .  Albany: State University of New York Press, 1996.  Chapter 5, 91-115.

Meira Levinson (In Press). “Kurt Cobain vs. Master P:  A Critical Taxonomy of Multicultural Education.”   P. 1-55.

Week 16 
Last Day of Class

April 28



Conclusion

