CU School of Education Faculty Survey about the Doctoral Program

Baseline Administration, August, 2004
The purpose of this survey is to gather data about faculty views of the old doctoral program. These data will serve as a baseline for evaluating the new program. Thank you for your help.

The survey has 43 questions and will take approximately 15-25 minutes to complete.  At the end of the survey, you will have the opportunity to provide us with further information on any of the questions asked.  The results will be consolidated and made available to the faculty. 

Please answer all questions with reference to the old doctoral program and to students enrolled before Fall, 2004.
COURSES

1.  In your opinion, for which topics did doctoral students receive a good introduction in the old required School of Education courses? (The old required courses included: Doctoral Research Seminar, Intermediate Statistics, Disciplined Inquiry or Philosophy of Educational Research, and Multicultural Education.  Please consider the adequacy of these courses as a set.)

Select all that apply.

a. Key issues in education research

b. Key issues in program areas

c. Quantitative research methods

d. Qualitative research methods

e. Professional skills (developing proposals, academic writing) 

f. Key issues in multicultural education

g. Students did not receive a good introduction to any of these topics.

h. I don’t know.

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  Of the topics listed in #1 (a-f), what are the 3 most important topics to introduce in a doctoral core?

Select three.

a. Key issues in education research

b. Key issues in program areas

c. Quantitative research methods

d. Qualitative research methods

e. Professional skills (developing proposals, academic writing) 

f. Key issues in multicultural education

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  What other topic(s) should be introduced in a doctoral core? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Overall, has the quality of courses taken by doctoral students:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations for doctoral training in research?

b. Met your expectations for doctoral training in research?

c. Fallen short of your expectations for doctoral training in research?

If c, why? 
________________________________________________________________________
d. I don’t know.

RESEARCH PREPARATION
5.  In your experience, which of the following research activities were doctoral students prepared to do on their own (assuming the availability of guidance from more senior colleagues on occasion) by the time they completed their doctoral coursework?



Select all that apply.

a. Identify research questions

b. Develop a conceptual framework

c. Conduct a literature review

d. Develop a research design

e. Obtain human subjects approval

f. Collect data

g. Use one or more methods of qualitative research 
h. Use one or more methods of quantitative research

i. Analyze data

j. Present findings at a conference

k. Assess the quality of qualitative research

l. Assess the quality of quantitative research

m. Conduct an evaluation

n. Apply education research to practice

o. Apply education research to policy

p. Write a grant proposal for funding

q. Write a research article for a peer-reviewed publication

r. Direct a research project

s. Students are not prepared to do any of these research activities on their own.

t. I don’t know.

______________________________________________________________________________

6.  Overall, has the quality of doctoral students’ research preparation:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? 
______________________________________________________________

d. I don’t know.
7. To what extent do you agree with the following:

The primary purpose of the doctoral program should be to prepare doctoral students to conduct educational research.

Select one.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Neither agree nor disagree

d. Disagree

e. Strongly disagree

______________________________________________________________________________

8.  To what extent do you agree with the following:

In the old doctoral program, too much attention was paid to theories of research and not enough to the practice of research.

Select one.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Neither agree nor disagree

d. Disagree

e. Strongly disagree

______________________________________________________________________________

9.  To what extent do you agree with the following:

In the old doctoral program, too much attention was paid to theories of research and not enough to research applications in educational settings. 

Select one.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Neither agree nor disagree

d. Disagree

e. Strongly disagree

______________________________________________________________________________

TEACHING PREPARATION

10.  In your experience, which of the following teaching activities were doctoral students prepared to do at the university level by the time they finished their doctoral coursework?


Select all that apply.



a. Develop a teaching philosophy

b. Develop a syllabus

c. Select course readings

d. Construct rubrics for student assessment

e. Teach an undergraduate Education course

f. Teach a graduate Education course

g. Prepare a good lecture

h. Lead a good class discussion

i. Create good class assignments

j. Grade papers and assignments

k. Use information technology effectively in class

l. Students are not prepared to do any of these teaching activities at the university level.

m. I don’t know.

______________________________________________________________________________

11.  Overall, has the quality of doctoral students’ teaching preparation:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? __________________________________________________________

d. I don’t know.
SERVICE

12. In your experience, which of the following professional service activities are doctoral students prepared to do at the university or another workplace (state or federal agency, research firm, etc.) by the time they finish their doctoral coursework?

Select all that apply.

a. Serve on a campus or workplace committee

b. Serve as an advisor for a student’s dissertation or a junior colleague’s research

c. Provide career advice to students or junior colleagues

d. Review grant proposals for possible funding

e. Review articles for possible publication

f. Serve on a search committee for a new hire

g. Participate in public debate on educational issues

h. Be an active participant in professional societies

i. Provide outreach to a community based on professional expertise

j. Students are not prepared to do any of these professional service activities.

l. I don’t know.

______________________________________________________________________________

13.  Overall, has the quality of doctoral students’ professional service preparation:


Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? ___________________________________________________________

d. I don’t know.
PEER ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL CLIMATE

14.  In which of the following activities do you think doctoral students should work together with their peers at the School of Education?


Select all that apply.

a. Studying for classes

b. Studying for comprehensive exams

c. Preparing a conference presentation

d. Co-authoring a paper

e. Conducting research 

f. Mentoring more junior graduate students

g. Organizing school-sponsored talks, colloquia, or brown bags

h. Organizing social activities outside the School of Education with School peers

i. Organizing social activities outside the School of Education with School peers and faculty

j. Course planning and teaching

k. Co-teaching

l. Conducting research for the dissertation

m. Writing the dissertation

n. None of these activities.

______________________________________________________________________________

15.  In your experience, are the doctoral students an intellectually stimulating group with whom to engage?


Select one.

a. Yes, for the most part

b. No, for the most part

c. I’m not sure yet

______________________________________________________________________________

16.  In your experience, is the faculty an intellectually stimulating group with whom to engage?


Select one.

a. Yes, for the most part

b. No, for the most part

c. I’m not sure yet

______________________________________________________________________________

17. Based on your knowledge of the doctoral students, on what career trajectory are the majority of the students in the doctoral program at the School of Education?

Select one.

a. Work as a faculty member at a college or university

b. Work as a teacher, researcher, or administrator in a school district

c. Work as a researcher or policy maker in a federal, state, or private agency

d. Other_______________________________________________________________________

e. I don’t know what career trajectory the students are on.
______________________________________________________________________________

18.  In your experience, how welcoming is the School of Education to diverse students and diversity issues?

Select one.

a. Very welcoming.

b. Somewhat welcoming

c. Not very welcoming

If c, why? ______________________________________________________________

d. I don’t know.
19.  In your experience, are doctoral students at the School of Education shown ways to take on an academic/research identity without having to give up other values (such as being a teacher/practitioner or their cultural identity) that are important to them?

Select one.

a. Yes, for the most part

b. Yes, occasionally

c. No, not at all

If c, why? ____________________________________________________________

d. I don’t know.
ADVISING AND MENTORING

20.  How did you learn about expectations for advising and mentoring doctoral students in the School of Education? 

Select all that apply.

a. From my faculty mentor in the School of Education

b. From other faculty members in the School of Education

c. From the dean or director of graduate studies

d. From the students

e. From my experiences before I came here

f. From the graduate secretary in the Office of Student Services

g. From faculty meetings, brown bags or special meetings on these topics

h. From reading the graduate student handbook or other written materials

i. I have not learned what the School’s expectations for doctoral advising or mentoring are.

______________________________________________________________________________

21.  On average, how often do you have scheduled meetings with your (official) doctoral advisees?  (If you have never had any doctoral advisees in the School of Education, please skip to Question 26.)


Select one.

a. Once per week

b. Two or three times per month

c. Once per month

d. Every few months

e. Once or twice per year

f. Less than once per year

g. We make time as needed.

______________________________________________________________________________

22.  Is this the right amount of contact between you and your doctoral advisees?


Select one.

a. Yes, it’s just about the right amount of contact for me

b. No, it’s too much contact for me

c. No, it’s not enough contact for me

______________________________________________________________________________

23.  What assistance do you consistently provide to your doctoral advisees?


Select all that apply.

a. Explanation of doctoral program requirements

b. Suggestions about courses to take

c. Information about funding opportunities

d. Assistance in obtaining study questions and reading lists for comprehensive exams  

e. Debriefing his or her performance on comprehensive exams

f. Advocating on his or her behalf with other faculty or administrators

g. Reviewing and critiquing his or her dissertation ideas

h. Reviewing and critiquing his or her prospectus drafts

i. Reviewing and critiquing his or her dissertation drafts

j. Reviewing and critiquing his or her other writing

k. Encouragement to conduct independent research

l. Encouragement to attend and present at conferences

m. Encouragement to prepare and submit articles for publication

n. Suggestions for readings relevant to his or her work

o. Advice about or help in handling the balance between school and personal life

p. Advice about his or her career trajectory

q. Advice or information about employment opportunities

r. Letters of recommendation

s. Advice about job interviews

t. Help in forming professional networks (introducing him or her to other scholars in your field)

u. Conducting annual reviews of his or her progress

______________________________________________________________________________

24.  Overall, has the quality of advising relationships you’ve had with doctoral students:


Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? ________________________________________________________

25.  How many current doctoral students do you have as (official) advisees? 

Select one.

a. None

b. 1

c. 2-4

d. 5-10

e. More than 10

______________________________________________________________________________

EVALUATIONS AND SCHOLARLY PRODUCTS

26.  In which of the following evaluations of doctoral students’ work have you been involved?

Select all that apply.

a. Grading doctoral comprehensive exams

b. Evaluating a student’s conference abstract or paper


c. Evaluating a “publishable paper” to meet the School of Education requirements

d. Evaluating a student’s paper for actual publication

e. Evaluating a pre-prospectus paper

f. Evaluating a prospectus

g. Evaluating a dissertation

h. I have not been involved in any of these evaluations of doctoral students.

If h, skip to Question 37.

______________________________________________________________________________

27.  Overall, has the quality of these evaluations and requirements (the instruments, formats, criteria for evaluation, etc.):

Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? ________________________________________________________

28. Overall, has the quality of the products (results) of these evaluations and requirements:

Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _______________________________________________________

29.  How critical is the need to revise expectations for doctoral comprehensive exams?

Select one.

a. Very critical

b. Critical

c. Not critical

______________________________________________________________________________

30. What is the most critical thing to address about the doctoral comprehensive exams? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

31.  How critical is the need to revise expectations for the publishable paper?

Select one.

a. Very critical

b. Critical

c. Not critical

______________________________________________________________________________

32. What is the most critical thing to address about the publishable paper? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

33.  How critical is the need to revise expectations for the prospectus and prospectus defense?

Select one.

a. Very critical

b. Critical

c. Not critical

______________________________________________________________________________

34. What is the most critical thing to address about the prospectus and prospectus defense? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

35.  How critical is the need to revise expectations for the dissertation and dissertation defense?

Select one.

a. Very critical

b. Critical

c. Not critical

______________________________________________________________________________

36. What is the most critical thing to address about the dissertation and dissertation defense? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS

37.  Which of the following preparatory experiences do you believe students should have before beginning the doctoral program at the School of Education?

Select all that apply.

a. A master’s degree in education

b. A master’s or professional degree in another field

c. Teaching at the elementary, secondary, or tertiary level

d. Some qualitative research experience

e. Some quantitative research experience

f. Experience working for an agency or group that focused on educational policy issues

g. Experience working for a school district, department of education, or similar agency that focuses on issues of educational practice

h. Experience in public debates and political activities involving educational issues

i. Publishing a professional article

j. I do not believe any of these preparatory experiences is necessary.

______________________________________________________________________________

38.  How many years, on average, should it take students to complete the doctoral program (courses + dissertation) at the School of Education?

Select one.

a. 3-4 years

b. 5-6 years

c. 7 years or more

______________________________________________________________________________

FACULTY CHARACTERISTICS

39.  How many years have you been teaching in the School of Education?

Select one.

a.   Less than 1 year

b. 1-5 years

c. 5-10 years

c. 11-20 years

d. More than 20 years

______________________________________________________________________________

40.  On average, how many courses do you teach that include some doctoral students each year?

Select one.

a. Less than one per year

b. One per year

c. Two per year

d. More than two per year

______________________________________________________________________________

41. In which program area do you primarily teach?

Select no more than two.

a. Educational Equity and Cultural Diversity (EECD)

b. Educational Foundations, Policy, and Practice (EFPP)

c. Educational Psychology (EPSY)

d. Instruction and Curriculum (ICCA)

e. Research and Evaluation Methodology (REME)

______________________________________________________________________________

42.  In general, how do you feel about the amount of doctoral teaching you do?

Select one.

a. It’s just about the right amount for me.

b. It’s too little for me.

c. It’s too much for me.

______________________________________________________________________________

43.  Please provide additional comments on any of the above questions or anything else you think the Graduate Program Revision Committee should know about strengths and weaknesses of the doctoral program.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

