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DOCTORAL STUDENT SURVEY

Baseline Administration, Spring, 2004

The purpose of this survey is to gather baseline data from current students prior to initiating major changes in the doctoral program.  The survey has 45 questions and will take approximately 15-25 minutes to complete.  At the end of the survey, you will have the opportunity to provide us with further information on any of the questions asked.  Please complete the survey by 10 April 2004.  The results will be consolidated and made available to students via email.  Thank you for taking the time to assist in this process.

COURSES

1.  From what you can tell so far, to which of the following topics did you receive a good introduction in your required School of Education courses (Doctoral Research Seminar, Intermediate Statistics, Disciplined Inquiry or Philosophy of Educational Research, and Multicultural Education)?


Select all that apply.

a. Key issues in education research

b. Key issues in your program area

c. Quantitative research methods

d. Qualitative research methods

e. Professional skills (developing proposals, academic writing) 

f. Key issues in multicultural education

g. I did not receive a good introduction to any of these topics

h. I have not yet taken all of these required courses.  The ones I have not yet taken are:

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  In which types of course have you have you learned the most new information during your doctoral program?


Select one.

a. School of Education courses required of all doctoral students (Listed in #1.)

b. Courses in my program area

c. Courses in other program areas in the School of Education

d. Courses outside of the School of Education

e. Independent study, practicum, or readings courses

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  Overall, has the quality of all the courses you’ve taken:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________

RESEARCH PREPARATION
4.  Which of the following research activities do you currently feel prepared to do on your own (assuming the availability of guidance from more senior colleagues on occasion)?


Select all that apply.


a. Identify research questions

b. Develop a conceptual framework

c. Conduct a literature review

d. Develop a research design

e. Obtain human subjects approval

f. Collect data

g. Use one or more methods of qualitative research 
h.  Use one or more methods of quantitative research

i. Analyze data

j. Present findings at a conference

k. Assess the quality of qualitative research

l. Assess the quality of quantitative research

m. Conduct an evaluation

n. Apply education research to practice

o. Apply education research to policy

p. Write a grant proposal for funding

q. Write a research article for a peer-reviewed publication

r. Direct a research project

s. I do not feel prepared to do any of these research activities on my own.

______________________________________________________________________________

5.  For each research activity selected above, identify the primary place you learned how to do this activity?


Select one CAP letter from the list below (A-G) and write it beside each activity selected above (in #4).

A – In courses taken in the School of Education (SoE) doctoral program

B – Working on faculty research projects as an SoE doctoral student

C – Conducting independent research with faculty supervision during the SoE doctoral program

D – Informal mentoring from faculty in the SoE doctoral program

E – Informal mentoring from graduate student peers in the SoE doctoral program

F – Research or professional experience prior to entering the School of Education

G – Other______________________________________________________________________

6.  Overall, has the quality of your research preparation:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________

7.  The primary purpose of the doctoral program should be to teach me to conduct educational research.

Select one.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Neither agree nor disagree

d. Disagree

e. Strongly disagree

8.  When you began the doctoral program, did you know the Ph.D. in education at CU-Boulder emphasizes educational research?

Select one.

a. Yes, I knew

b. No, I did not know

If no, what did you think the program emphasis was? _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

9.  Given that the doctoral program is designed to emphasize research, how satisfied are you with the research preparation you are receiving (or have received)?

Select one.

a. Very satisfied

b. Somewhat satisfied

c. Somewhat dissatisfied

d. Very dissatisfied

If somewhat or very dissatisfied, what is the problem? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

TEACHING PREPARATION

10.  Which of the following teaching activities do you currently feel prepared to do at the university level?

Select all that apply.





a. Develop a teaching philosophy

b. Develop a syllabus

c. Select course readings

d. Construct rubrics for student assessment

e. Teach an undergraduate Education course

f. Teach a graduate Education course

g. Prepare a good lecture

h. Lead a good class discussion

i. Create good class assignments

j. Grade papers and assignments

k. Use information technology effectively in class

l. I do not feel prepared to do any of these teaching activities at the university level.

______________________________________________________________________________

11.  For each teaching activity selected above, identify the primary place you learned how to do this activity?


Select one CAP letter from the list below (A-H) and write it beside each activity selected above (in #10).

A – In courses taken in the School of Education (SoE) doctoral program

B – When having secondary responsibility for teaching a course (i.e. being a T.A.) as an SoE doctoral student

C – When having primary responsibility for teaching a course as an SoE doctoral student

D – In informal discussions with faculty in the SoE doctoral program

E – In informal discussions with graduate student peers in the SoE doctoral program

F – In teaching experiences or coursework prior to entering the SoE doctoral program

G – In courses or workshops sponsored by the university (i.e. GPTI courses)

H – Other______________________________________________________________________

12.  Overall, has the quality of your teaching preparation:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________​
SERVICE

13.  Which of the following professional service activities do you currently feel prepared to do at the university or another workplace (state or federal agency, research firm, etc.)?


Select all that apply.

a. Serve on a campus or workplace committee

b. Serve as an advisor for a student’s dissertation or 

a junior colleague’s research

c. Provide career advice to students or junior colleagues

d. Review grant proposals for possible funding

e. Review articles for possible publication

f. Serve on a search committee for a new hire

g. Participate in public debate on educational issues

h. Be an active participant in a professional society

i. Provide outreach to a community based on your 

professional expertise

j. I do not feel prepared to do any of these professional service activities

______________________________________________________________________________

14.  For each professional service activity selected above, identify the primary place you learned how to do this activity?


Select one CAP letter from the list below (A-H) and write in beside each activity selected above (in #13).

A – In courses taken in the School of Education (SoE) doctoral program

B – On campus committees during the SoE doctoral program

C – During assistantships with faculty as part of the SoE doctoral program

D – In informal activities with faculty in the SoE doctoral program

E – In informal activities with graduate student peers in the SoE doctoral program

F – In informal experiences outside the university during the SoE doctoral program

G – In professional experience prior to entering the School of Education doctoral program

H – Other______________________________________________________________________

15.  Overall, has the quality of your professional service preparation:



Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________

PEER ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL CLIMATE

16.  Which of the following activities have you participated in with your peers at the School of Education?


Select all that apply.

a. Studying for classes

b. Studying for comprehensive exams

c. Preparing a conference presentation

d. Co-authoring a paper

e. Conducting research with peers and a faculty member

f. Conducting a group project with peers

g. Discussing individual research interests

h. Mentoring a more junior graduate student

i. Attending school-sponsored talks, colloquia, or brown bags

j. Attending social activities outside the School of Education with other graduate students

k. Attending social activities outside the School of Education with peers and faculty

l. Attending meetings and/or holding a position in SAGE (the School of Education student graduate association)

m. Preparing for teaching a class

n. Co-teaching

o. I have not participated in any of these activities with my School of Education peers

______________________________________________________________________________

17. On which career trajectory are the most of your peers at the School of Education?


Select one.

a. Work as a faculty member at a college or university

b. Work as a teacher, researcher, or administrator in a school district

c. Work as a researcher or policy-maker in a federal, state or private agency

d. Other________________________________________________________________

e. I don’t know on which career trajectory my peers are

______________________________________________________________________________

18. On which career trajectory are you?



Select one.

a. Work as a faculty member at a college or university

b. Work as a teacher, researcher, or administrator in a school district

c. Work as a researcher or policy-maker in a federal, state, or private agency

d. Other________________________________________________________________

e. I have not yet decided on a career trajectory

______________________________________________________________________________

19.  Do you have intellectually stimulating relationships with your graduate student peers?


Select one.

a. Yes, with some of them

b. Yes, with one or two of them

c. No, with none of them

d. I’m not sure yet

______________________________________________________________________________

20.  Do you have intellectually stimulating relationships with members of the faculty?


Select one.

a. Yes, with some of them

b. Yes, with one or two of them

c. No, with none of them

d. I’m not sure yet

21.  How welcoming is the School to diverse students and diversity issues?

Select one.

a. Very welcoming

b. Somewhat welcoming

c. Not very welcoming

If c, why? ___________________________________________________________________

22.  When you were asked to take on an academic/research identity at the School of Education, were you shown ways to do so without having to give up other values (such as being a teacher/practitioner or your cultural identity) that are important to you?

Select one.

a. Yes, for the most part

b. Yes, occasionally

c. No, not at all

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________

ADVISING AND MENTORING

23.  In what forms have you received advising or mentoring from the School of Education since you entered as a doctoral student?

Select all that apply.

a. From conversations with my official faculty advisor

b. From conversations with other faculty members

c. From conversations with the dean or director of graduate studies

d. From conversations with the graduate student secretary in the Office of Student Services

e. From brown bags or special meetings on these topics

f. From graduate student peers

g. From the School of Education’s website

h. From the School of Education’s graduate student handbook

______________________________________________________________________________

24.  On average, how often do you have scheduled meetings with your faculty advisor?


Select one.

a. Once per week

b. Two or three times per month

c. Once per month

d. Every few months

e. Once or twice per year

f. Less than once per year

g. We make time as needed.

______________________________________________________________________________

25.  Is this the right amount of contact between you and your advisor?


Select one.

a. Yes, it’s just about the right amount of contact for me

b. No, it’s too much contact for me

c. No, it’s not enough contact for me

______________________________________________________________________________

26.  What specific assistance have you received from your advisor?


Select all that apply.

a. Explanation of doctoral program requirements

b. Suggestions about courses to take

c. Information about funding opportunities

d. Assistance in obtaining study questions and reading lists for comprehensive exams  

e. Debriefing your performance on comprehensive exams

f. Advocating on your behalf with other faculty or administrators

g. Review and critique of your dissertation ideas

h. Review and critique of your prospectus drafts

i. Review and critique of your dissertation drafts

j. Review and critique of your other writing

k. Encouragement to conduct independent research

l. Encouragement to attend and present at conferences

m. Encouragement to prepare and submit articles for publication

n. Suggestions for readings relevant to your work

o. Advice about or help in handling the balance between school and personal life

p. Advice about your career trajectory

q. Information about employment opportunities

r. Letters of recommendation

s. Advice about job interviews

t. Help in forming professional networks (introducing you to other scholars in your field)

u. Annual reviews of your progress as a graduate student

______________________________________________________________________________

27.  If you did not select u. above, go to question 28.

       If you selected u. above, did your annual progress review address:

Select all that apply.

a. Your progress in courses?

b. Your progress in research?

c. Your progress in teaching?

d. Your progress in writing?

e. Your progress in becoming a member of the education profession?

f. Your developing area of interest?

g. Research/readings that might further your knowledge?

h. Your career goals upon completion of the program?

i. Information your advisor sought from other professors about your progress?

______________________________________________________________________________

28.  Overall, has the quality of advising you’ve received from faculty:


Select one.

a. Exceeded your expectations?

b. Met your expectations?

c. Fallen short of your expectations?

If c, why? _____________________________________________________________________

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS AND PROSPECTUS DEFENSE

29.  Have you already taken comprehensive exams?

a. Yes

Please go to questions 31-33 



b. No

Please answer question 30, then go to question 34

______________________________________________________________________________

30.  If you have not yet taken comprehensive exams, which of the following activities have you done/are you doing/will you do to prepare?



Select all that apply.

a. Reviewing prior course material

b. Discussing expectations for comps with my advisor or other faculty member (e.g., program area chair)

c. Discussing exams with peers who have already taken them

d. Studying with peers

e. Attending a workshop on how to prepare

f. Other_______________________________________________________________________
g. I am not doing any of the above to prepare

______________________________________________________________________________

31.  If you have already taken comprehensive exams, which of the following activities did you do?



Select all that apply.

a. Reviewed prior course material

b. Discussed expectations for comps with my advisor or other faculty member (e.g., program 

area chair)

c. Discussed exams with peers who had already taken them

d. Studied with peers

e. Attended a workshop on how to prepare

f. Debriefed after the exam

g. Other___________________

h. I did not do any of the above

______________________________________________________________________________

32.  For each activity selected above, how valuable did you find the activity?  

Select one CAP letter from the list below (A-C) and write it beside each evaluation selected above (in #31).

A – Very valuable

B – Valuable

C – Not valuable

______________________________________________________________________________

33.  Aside from being required, was preparing for and taking the exam a valuable experience for you?

a. Yes

b. No

Why? ______________________________________________________________________

34.  Have you successfully defended your prospectus?

a. Yes

Please go to questions 36-38

b. No

Please answer question 35, then go to question 39

______________________________________________________________________________

35.  If you have not yet defended your prospectus, which of the following activities have you done/you doing/will you do to prepare?


Select all that apply.

a. Making a detailed outline of my proposed study

b. Writing a draft of my first three chapters 

(Introduction, Conceptual Framework/Literature Review, Methods)

c. Discussing expectations for the prospectus with my chair/committee members

d. Holding a pre-prospectus defense

e. Reading other prospectuses

f. Talking with students who have been or are going through the process

g. Other_______________________________

h. I am not doing any of the above to prepare

______________________________________________________________________________

36.  If you have already defended your prospectus, which of the following activities did you do?

Select all that apply.

a. Made a detailed outline of my proposed study

b. Wrote a draft of my first three chapters (Introduction, Conceptual 

Framework/Literature Review, Methods)

c. Discussed expectations for the prospectus with my advisor

d. Held a pre-prospectus defense

e. Debriefed after the defense

f. Other___________________________

g. I did not do any of the above to prepare

______________________________________________________________________________

37.  For each activity selected above, how valuable did you find the activity?  

Select one CAP letter from the list below (A-C) and write it beside each evaluation selected above (in #36).

A – Very valuable

B – Valuable

C – Not valuable

______________________________________________________________________________

38.  Aside from being required, was defending your prospectus a valuable experience for you?

a. Yes

b. No

Why?_________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS

39.  Which of the following preparatory experiences did you have before beginning the doctoral program at the School of Education?



Select all that apply.

a. I completed a master’s degree in education

b. I completed a master’s or professional degree in another field

c. I taught at the elementary, secondary, or post-secondary level

d. I conducted qualitative research

e. I conducted quantitative research

f. I worked for an agency or group that focused on educational policy issues

g. I worked for a school district, department of education, or similar agency that focused on issues in educational practice

h. I have been involved in public debates and political activities involving educational issues

i. I had a professional article published

______________________________________________________________________________

40.  How many years, in total, do you anticipate it will take you to complete the doctoral program at the School of Education?

a. 3-4 years

b. 5-6 years

c. 7 years or more

______________________________________________________________________________

41.  How did you first learn about the doctoral program at the School of Education?

Select one.

a. While working on my undergraduate degree, teaching license, or graduate degree at the University of Colorado

b. From an Internet search

c. From an advertisement for the program



Where did you see the ad? _________________________________________

d. From a ranking of doctoral programs in education, such as U.S. News and World Report’s annual ranking

e. Referral by a coworker, friend, or family member

f. Other_______________________________________________________________

42.  What was the primary factor in your choice to accept admission to the CU Boulder School of Education?

Select one.

a. Financial aid package

b. Location of the program in Colorado

c. Family or personal considerations

d. Quality of the program

e. Particular faculty member with whom you wished to work

f. Particular program area focus

______________________________________________________________________________

43.  In which year did you enter the doctoral program at the School of Education?

a. 2003, I am now a first-year student.

b. 2002, I am now a second-year student.

c. 2001, I am now a third-year student.

d. 2000, I am now a fourth-year student.

e. 1999, I am now a fifth-year student

f. 1998, I am now a sixth-year student

g. 1997 or before; I am now a seventh-year student or more

______________________________________________________________________________

44.  In which program area are you enrolled?

Select one (or two if joint program).

a. Educational Equity and Cultural Diversity (EECD)

b. Educational Foundations, Policy, and Practice (EFPP)

c. Educational Psychology (EPSY)

d. Instruction and Curriculum (ICCA)

e. Research and Evaluation Methodology (REM)

______________________________________________________________________________

45.  Please provide additional comments on any of the above questions or anything else you think the School of Education should know about strengths and weaknesses of the doctoral program.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

