Focus Group Interview Questions for First Year Doctoral Students 

Educational Studies Ph.D. Task Force 

0.  What program specialization are you in? 

1. What required core courses did you take in the first year (790, 792, 793)? 

2. Have you been advised to take the core courses in the first year? If not, when have you been advised to take the core courses and what have you taken instead?

3. In what ways have your core courses prepared you for more advanced coursework in your specialization? 

4. Has there been any consistency across your coursework? Please explain. This would include overlap in readings/course content.

5. How would you describe the sense of community among your student peers, in your specialization, etc?  

6. Now that your planned cohort experience (i.e. taking 793 together in the fall) is officially “over,” how do you plan to continue your involvement in that community (if you do plan to do so)?

7. We’re thinking of having all first year students participate in more complete cohort experience and take core courses together. Next fall, all incoming students will take both 790 and 793 together. What do you think about this? 

8. How do you understand the process of negotiating your way through the Ph.D. program here? What resources have you used to aid in your understanding?

9. What advice about courses have students ahead of you in the program given you? What advice about other aspects of succeeding in the program have you been given? 

10. How does your actual experience in the first year of the doctoral program compare to the expectations you held upon arrival? 

11. How have you prepared to study important educational questions and to conduct rigorous research on these questions, based on your coursework and research experience so far? 

12. Based on your own experience and what others have told you, what do you consider to be the strengths and weaknesses of the Ph.D. program? 

13. Have you been involved in a research project during your first year? Elaborate.

14. Is there anything else about the Ph.D. program and your experience that you want the Ph.D. Task Force to know about? 

