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	An introduction to graduate study in the context of the intellectual and institutional history of English, American, and Comparative literary studies over the course of the past century. We will look primarily at literary studies in the United States, with attention as well to British and Continental trends and contemporary global developments. The course will focus on case studies, with clusters of readings that illustrate different aspects of major issues and varying approaches to literary studies. Students will do two projects: first, a 1500-word review essay; second, a collaborative investigation into the definition of a particular field (period or area study). Students may also write a research paper and receive seminar credit for the course, or may simply do the two shorter assignments and have the course count as a lecture course.

	
	SYLLABUS

	Session 1:
	Introduction: The Three Faces of English
(Rhetoric/composition; philology; criticism)

	Session 2:
	The social functions of criticism
Matthew Arnold, poems; "The Function of Criticism at the Present Time"
Friedrich Nietzsche, selections from Ecce Homo and Daybreak, and "An Attempt at Self-Criticism"
Thorstein Veblen, "The Higher Learning as an Expression of the Pecuniary Culture"

	Session 3:
	The New Criticism and the New New Criticism
Selections from Gerald Graff, Professing Literature
Suzanne Langer, "Poetic Creation"
Cleanth
Brooks, "The Rhetoric of Paradox"; Harold Bloom, The Anxiety of Influence

	Session 4:
	Philology in the Face of Fascism
Leo Spitzer, "Linguistics and Literary History" 
Erich Auerbach, selections from Mimesis
Ernst Robert Curtius, Preface to European Literature and the Latin Middle Ages
Kenneth Burke, "The Rhetoric of Hitler's Battle"

	Session 5:
	The New Industrial University
Selections from Clark Kerr, The Uses of the University; Pierre Bourdieu, Homo Academicus; Jane Smiley, Moo; William Readings, The University in Ruins
Gerald Graff, "Response to Bill Readings"

	Session 6:
	The theory boom
Northrop Frye, "Polemical Introduction" to Anatomy of Criticism
Michel Foucault, "Nietzsche, Genealogy, History," "Two Lectures"
David Lodge, from Small World
Paul de Man, "The Resistance to Theory"

	Session 7:
	Composition and its discontents
Session to be held jointly with Joe Bizup, Director of Composition
James Berlin, "Writing Instruction in School and College English, 1890-1985" 
David Bartholomae, "Inventing the University" 
Peter Elbow, "In Defense of Private Writing," 
Joy Ritchie & Kathleen Boardman, "Feminism in Composition"

	Session 8:
	Public writing: academics as public intellectuals 
Roland Barthes, from Mythologies
Theodor Adorno, from Minima Moralia
Lionel Trilling, from Beyond Culture
Allan Bloom, from The Closing of the American Mind
Donna Haraway, "The Promises of Monsters"

	Session 9:
	Theory, race, and gender
Selections from Elaine Showalter, A Literature of their Own; and Toril Moi, Sexual/Textual Politics
Rey Chow, "The Politics and Pedagogy of Asian Literatures" 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., "It's All Greek to Me" 
Mae Gwendolyn Henderson, "Speaking in Tongues"

	Session 10:
	Film studies after theory
Selections from Slavoj Žižek, Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Lacan but Were Afraid to Ask Hitchcock
D. A. Miller, "Anal Rope"
Constance Penley on "Star Trek" 'zines

	Session 11:
	Canons and contexts 
John Guillory, "Canon, Syllabus, List"
Paul Lauter, "Canon Theory and Emergent Practice"
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., "Good-bye, Columbus" 
Marjorie Perloff, "Whose New American Poetry?"

	Session 12:
	Global perspectives
Gauri Viswanathan, "Currying Favor"
Amiya Dev, "Comparative Indian Literature"
selections from Robert Crawford, Devolving English; David Crystal, English as a Global Language; and Mbwil Ngal, Giambatista Viko: ou, Le viol du discours africain

	Session 13:
	The personal and the professional 
Gloria Anzaldúa, "Speaking in Tongues: A Letter to 3rd World Women Writers"
Alice Kaplan, French Lessons

	
	

	

	


