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ENGLIT 2000:  History of Criticism

Fall 2003









W 2:00-4:50
CL 512

Prof. Eric Clarke

Office:  529D Cathedral

Phone:  624.2976

Email:  eclare@pitt.edu
Office hours:  TH 2-4

Required Texts
Books
Marx, Grundrisse
Nietzsche, The Will to Power
Vico, New Science
Photocopies on reserve in the Crow Room (indicated by an asterisk*)

*Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer, “Juliette or Enlightenment and Morality”

*Giorgio Agamben, “Form-of-Life”

*Aristotle, Poetics
*Michel Foucault, “What Is Enlightenment?”

*Imanuel Kant, Introduction to Critique of Pure Reason
*Imanuel Kant, selections from Critique of the Power of Judgment
*Imanuel Kant, “An Answer to the Question:  What Is Enlightenment?”

*P. B. Shelley, “A Defence of Poetry”
*Georg Simmel, “The Style of Life”

*Gertrude Stein, “Composition as Explanation””
*Oscar Wilde, “The Soul of Man under Socialism”

Course Description

This is one of two required courses for the MA and PhD.  Its purpose is to introduce students to key constellations of texts and issues in the history of criticism.  As a program we understand “criticism” to mean an intellectual practice that is more interrogative than definitive, a practice that spans a number of discourses and forms of writing and thinking.  In this course we will mostly focus our methodological concerns on modes of historical and immanent criticism, and the relationships between them.  Thematically, we will be focused on issues relating to poesis and modernity, particularly as these concepts are used to understand representation, value, and forms of life.
Requirements
1.  Completion of all assigned readings.
2.  Conscientious attendance and seminar participation.  Because this is a seminar, it cannot succeed without impeccable attendance and participation by everyone in class discussions.  More than two unexcused absences will constitute grounds for a failing grade.

3.  Short papers.  Everyone will do a one-page, single-spaced paper every other week.  These papers should be seen as analytic exercises.  I do not expect fully developed arguments, but rather a close, focused, and critical engagement with the assigned text(s).  This also means that one should not attempt to capture analytically the entirety of a text, but rather focus on a particular line of thought or problem.  While these papers do not need to include the usual scholarly apparatuses (footnotes, etc.), I do expect them to be immaculately proofread.  These papers, along with participation in class discussions, will make up 75% of each student’s final grade.

4.  Class Presentations.  There will be two kinds of class presentations:

a.  During the first three weeks, when we read selections from our three main texts, the class will be divided into three groups of approximately five, each assigned to a particular text.  Together, each group will present as succinctly but also as completely as possible issues of scholarship for the text at hand—its publishing history, the existence of variant editions, attribution issues, manuscript location(s), translation problems, etc.  Each group should also think about the significance of the information they find—that is, how it might impact our reading of the text.  Some of this information will be available in textual introductions, though some may not.  This first presentation will require library work.  These presentations are required but not graded.
b.  The second presentation is individual, and will begin in our fourth week.  These presentations should work through a particular problem or line of thought in the text at hand (during weeks when there are multiple readings, you may choose which you will be presenting on—but please make sure to let me know beforehand).  Please try to avoid the bland as much as possible—these can be occasions to try out claims or arguments that one is unsure about, but that you want to use to generate spirited discussion.  These presentations will be worth 25% of each student’s grade.

Schedule

8.27
Introduction

9.3
Grafton, Introduction to New Science
Vico, Book I:  Establishing Principles (New Science 1-134)
9.10
Marx, 1857 Introduction (Grundrisse 81-111)
9.17
Nietzsche, Critique of Religion (Will to Power 85-145)
9.24
Vico, from Book 2:  Poetic Wisdom (New Science 135-206)
10.1
*Aristotle, Poetics
*Shelley, “A Defence of Poetry”
*Stein, “Composition as Explanation”
10.8
*Kant, Introduction to Critique of Pure Reason
*Kant, selections from Critique of the Power of Judgment
10.15
*Kant, “An Answer to the Question:  What Is Enlightenment?”
Nietzsche, Critique of Philosophy (Will to Power 220-257)

*Foucault, “What Is Enlightenment?”

10.22

Nietzsche, Critique of Morality (Will to Power 146-216)
*Adorno and Horkheimer, “Juliette or Enlightenment and Morality” (from Dialectic of Enlightenment)
10.29
Nietzsche, The Will to Power as Knowledge (Will to Power 261-331)

11.5
Vico, Book 4:  The Course of Nations (New Science 395-458)

11.12
Marx, Chapter on Money (Grundrisse 113-238)
11.19
Marx, Chapter on Money (Grundrisse 113-238)
Thanksgiving
12.3
*Wilde, “The Soul of Man under Socialism”

*Simmel, “The Style of Life” (from The Philosophy of Money)
*Agamben, “Form-of-Life”
12.10
Vico, Book 5:  The Resurgence of Nations and the Recurrence of Human Institutions (New Science 461-491)

Nietzsche, The Eternal Recurrence (Will to Power 544-550)
