Surviving Your First Year:
The Importance of Intellectual Community
I. Research
a. Stages of the Degree

i. Coursework

ii. Comps/Prelims

iii. Thesis/Dissertation

b. EGSA Interdisciplinary Colloquium

c. Conferences

i. CFPs

ii. Funding

II. Service
a. EGSA

i. Meetings
ii. Fundraisers (for social and scholarly events)

iii. Website

b. Interest Groups

i. Reading and discussion

ii. Speakers

c. Departmental Opportunities

i. Lectures and colloquia

ii. Brazos Valley Reads

iii. Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate

iv. Hiring Committee

III. Social Networking
a. EGSA events

i. Orientation happy hour

ii. EGSA picnic

iii. Monthly gatherings

b. Departmental events

i. Party at Dr. Robinson’s house

ii. Gatherings after lectures

iii. Hiring committee get-togethers

c. Mentors

i. Student mentors

ii. Teaching mentors

iii. Grad office as advisors

iv. Finding a faculty member

v. Committee and Chair
