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Professor Jan Ewald





Phone:  684-4280
Offices:  316 Carr & 210 Franklin Center


Email:  jewald@duke.edu
Office hours:  by appointment

HISTORY 302
GRADUATE RESEARCH SEMINAR
Duke University, Department of History
Spring, 2005
Course Description:

This course aims to introduce historians-in-training to various forms of evidence used for writing histories.*  Specifically, by the end of the course students will have gained an awareness of the complexities of these kinds of evidence, as well as specific skills for using some of them. They will also have prepared themselves for conducting a research project of their own.  


A single principle informs the entire course.  Historical evidence, either as a collection or a single item, represents an artifact produced in the past and bearing the marks of its production.  We must thus constantly query how evidence took shape in a particular historical context.  How and why was an archive established and organized?  How and why did the interaction between interlocutor and narrator create an “oral tradition” or life history?  Learning skills necessary to interpret particular sources also requires such contextualization.  In order to interpret fully a newspaper article, we need not only to read that particular article but to “read” the entire physical artifact of the newspaper over a period of time.  In order to understand a legal decision, we must examine how it drew on past sources of authority.

The course is organized along these goals and principle into three parts.  First, we will examine two sites for historical research:  the archive, where some of you will delve into documents, and the field, where some of you will collect oral narratives and life histories.  To introduce this section, we’ll read how one traveler worked in both field and “fold” or archive (In an Antique Land:  History in the Guise of a Traveler’s Tale.)  Second, we will examine specific sources for history, and skills requisite for interpreting them.  Various faculty members in the Department of History will work with you on examples of evidence in which they specialize.  Finally, you will spend the last few weeks of the course formulating a question for research and designing a research strategy to answer it.  I expect a thoughtful and thorough plan; however, you are NOT bound to follow through with the actual research in your plan.
*Of course we will not cover all forms of evidence;  however, you will learn principles and methods that can be applied broadly to many forms of evidence.
Course Requirements:


Assignments:


--Two papers of seven to ten pages, due 16 February and 13 April.  You will find descriptions of the papers in the class activities on 9 February and 6 April.  Both of these papers require consultation of works beyond those assigned for course readings.  

--One paper of about fifteen pages, due sometime during final exam period.  You will find its description in the class activities of 20 April.  I realize that the last short paper and this longer paper are both due within a few weeks of each other.  Because you can use the two short papers--especially the second--as a basis for the longer paper, I don’t think that this will be a problem.

--Short exercises due most class periods:  e.g., responses to reading;  analysis of a particular type or example of source;  a statistical problem set.

Participation:

--Attendance is required.


--And so is active, thoughtful participation in discussion.  In discussion, be particularly aware of responding to each other.
Readings:


Books to purchase at the Regulator:


--Amitav Ghosh, In an Antique Land.

--Carolyn Steedman, Dust:  The Archive and Cultural History.

-- Konrad H. Jarausch and Kenneth A. Hardy, Quantitative Methods for 
Historians: A Guide to Research, Data, and Statistics.


--Peter H. Wood, Weathering the Storm:  Inside Winslow Homer’s Gulf Storm.

--Articles and essays will be available online, either posted in the course Blackboard or obtained through JSOR or Muse.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
I.  SITES OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE
19 January.  Field and Fold:  Sites of Historical Knowledge in  “. . . the Guise of a Traveler’s Tale “

Reading:

--Amitav Ghosh, In an Antique Land.  New York:Knopf, 1994.  If you’re interested (this is not required), you can view some documents from the Geniza at the website for the Taylor-Schechter collection in Cambridge:  http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/Taylor-Schechter.  You will find annotated translations of letters in S. D. Goitein, Letters of Medieval Jewish Traders.

Exercise:

Submit a one- to two-page response to the reading, articulating questions or topics for discussion.  This is not a polished essay; you may use a “bullet” format.  The goal is to gather material for a lively, coherent discussion.  Post your response on the course website by 6:00 on Tuesday, 18 January.
26 January.    The Fold:  Archives

Reading:

--G. Thomas Tanselle, “The World As Archive,” Common Knowledge, 8:2[2002], 402-406.

--Randolph Starn, “Truths in the Archives,” Common Knowledge, 8:2[2002], 387-401.

--Ann Laura Stoller, “Colonial Archives and the Arts of Governance:  On the Content in the Form,” in Carolyn Hamilton, et. al, eds., Refiguring the Archive.  Dordrecht:Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2002, 83-101.
--Carolyn Steedman, Dust:  The Archive and Cultural History.  New Brunswick:Rutgers University Press, 2002.

Exercise:

Same as exercise for 19 January.  Because we have four readings, you may focus on as many or as few readings as you like.  You could, for example, pose for discussion how two (or more) readings address the same theme.  

2 February.  The Field:  Oral Narratives and Life Histories

Reading:

--Devra Anne Weber, “Raiz Fuerte:  Oral History and Mexicana Farmworkers,” Oral History Review, 17:2[Fall, 1989], 47-62.

--Daniel James and Mirta Zaida Lobato, “Family Photos, Oral Narratives, and Identity Formation:  The Ukrainians of Berisso,” The Hispanic American Historical Review, 84:1[February, 2004], 5-36.


--Tamara Giles-Vernick, “Lives, Histories, and Sites of Recollection,” in David 
William Cohen, Stephan F. Miescher, and Luise White, eds., African Words, 
African Voices:  Critical Practices in Oral History.  Bloomington and 
Indianapolis:IUP, 2001, 194-213.


--Megan Vaughn, “Reported Speech and Other Kinds of Testimony,” in David 
William Cohen, Stephan F. Miescher, and Luise White, eds., African Words, 
African Voices:  Critical Practices in Oral History.  Bloomington and 
Indianapolis:IUP, 2001, 53-77.


--“Born in Slavery:  Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers’ Project, 1936-
1938,” http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html.  This website 
assignment requires some explanation.  I included it because it supplies an 
example of “reported speech,” with which historians often work.  By “reported 
speech” I mean spoken words recorded in various forms and by various agents.  
(I’d count a newspaper interview, trial transcript, and perhaps even artistic or 
ritual performance in this category.)  In addition, the form and content of this 
particular website pose interesting questions for both field and fold.  So, analyze 
the website on three different levels.  First, think about the fieldwork that went 
into creating the life histories and photographs; apply the critical and 
methodological insights gained from the other readings assigned this week.  
Second, think about the particular “fold” or archive into which the life histories 
and photographs were collected; refer back to the ideas introduced on 26 January.  
Third, think about the significance of the website in presenting an archival 
collection.  How do these three considerations affect the use of the life histories 
and photos of the WPA Federal Writers’ Project as sources for history?
Exercise:


Same as exercise for 26 January.

9 February.  Fieldwo/man or Burrower?:*  Working in Your Own Fields or Folds.

Writing Assignment:


In this session, each student will present his/her first writing assignment in its 
preliminary form.  For this assignment, each of you will choose an existing 
archive or a collected oral narrative[s], preferably from the area of your specialty.  
Then write a paper, of seven to ten pages, describing the archive or narrative[s] 
and analyzing it along the lines suggested by the readings and our discussions.  
Given the characteristics and dynamics of your chosen site of historical 
knowledge, how can you use this site  to reconstruct history?   You will need to 
consult sources not presented in class;  include a bibliography.      


*The terms come from a novel by John LeCarre (Honourable Schoolboy or Tinker, Tailor, 
Soldier, Spy).  I’ll explain in class.   

II.  SOURCES OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE, AND METHODS FOR INTERPRETING THEM
16 February.  Statistics:  Reeve Huston

Class will meet in the computer lab in 229 Social Science.

No Reading or Exercise
NOTE:  Final version of writing assignment from SITES OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE due.
23 February.  Statistics:  Reeve Huston  

Class will meet in the computer lab in 229 Social Science.
Reading:

--Konrad H. Jarausch and Kenneth A. Hardy, Quantitative Methods for 
Historians: A Guide to Research, Data, and Statistics, chapters1, 3, 6, 7, and 8.  
(Total of about 100 pages).


--Mary P. Ryan, "A Woman's Awakening: Evangelical Religion and the 
Families of Utica, New York, 1800-1840," American Quarterly 30 (1978):602-
623. (22 pages).


--Harry L. Watson, Jacksonian Politics and Community Conflict: The 
Emergence of the Second American Party System in Cumberland County, 
North Carolina (1981), chapter 6, "Aristocracy against the Farmers: Party 
Growth and Social Composition, 1834-1836" (48 pages).

Exercise:  


--Problem sets, assigned 16 February, due in class. 
2 March.  Interpreting Visual Images:  Peter Wood[?] 

Reading:


--Peter H. Wood, Weathering the Storm:  Inside Winslow Homer’s Gulf Stream.
Exercise:  

--Short (i.e., 3-5 pages) paper, analyzing a visual image from your own area of 
specialty; include the image along with  your paper and post it on Blackboard by 
6:00 P.M., 1 March.

9 March.  Close Reading of Historical Texts:  Kristen Neuschel 

Reading:


--TBA.

--Letters from the Nathanial Greene papers in Special Collections, Perkins 
Library.

Exercise:


--TBA.

23 March.  Newspapers:  Sally Deutsch
Reading:

--Shane White, "'It Was a Proud Day': African Americans, Festivals, and Parades 

in the North, 1741-1834," Journal of American History (June 1994): 13-50.

--Ellen Gruber Garvey, "Reframing the Bicycle: Advertising-Supported Magazines and 
Scorching Women," American Quarterly, 47 (March 1995): 66-101. 

--Kay Anderson, "The Idea of Chinatown: The Power of Place 

and Institutional Practice in the Making of a Racial Category" in Annals of the 


Association of American Geographers 77(1987): 580-598.

Exercise:
--Identify at least two newspapers from the same city, region, or country.  (It is important to work from hard copy or microform, so that you can examine the entire newspaper.  Page layout and placement of material, for example, provide evidence for your interpretations.)  Sample each newspaper over a period of years:  say, every ten years.  Take one of the newspapers and examine several editions of it over the course of a year.  Write a three- to five-page paper describing your work.  This exercise can be modified to accommodate students working in times and places where newspaper publication might be rare or ephemeral.  
30 March.  Reading Legal Materials.  Felicia Kornbluh.

Reading:

--Hendrik Hartog, Man and Wife in America, Chapter 1.  


--Mary R. Beard, Woman as Force in History, Chapter 5, “Sway of Blackstone in 
the United States,” (16 pages).


--Willam Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England.  A Facsimile of the 
First Edition of 1765-1769, Volume I:  Of the Rights of Persons (1765),  Chapter 
15, “Of Husband and Wife,”(13 pages).


--Mercein v. The People, ex. Rel. Barry, Court for the Correction of Errors of 
New York, 25 Wend. 64; 1840, N.Y. Lexis 279, LexisNexis Academic  (21 
pages)


--The People, ex. rel. Barry,, v. Mercein, Supreme Court of Judicature of New 
York, 3 Hill 399; 1842 N.Y. Lexis 223, LexisNexis Academic (13 pages).

Exercise:


-- Identify legal materials, preferably from your area of specialty.  Write a three- 
to five-page description of them.

6 April.  Working with Your Own Historical Sources.  

Writing Assignment:


In this session, each student will present his/her second writing assignment in its 
preliminary form.   Choose one of the types of sources or methods which we’ve 
examined for the past several weeks.  Identify an example of that type of 
source/method in your field.  Then write a seven- to ten-page paper analyzing 
how you would interpret that source.  If you like, you may use one of your 
exercises as a basis for your paper.  If you choose statistics, your second 
assignment will include two components.  First, Reeve Huston will supply a 
dataset with information about household budgets of late nineteenth-century 
Massachusetts workers;  you will write a five- to seven-page paper applying 
statistical methods to that dataset.  Second, identify a source of statistics in your 
area and describe briefly how you might use it.  

III.  FROM SITES AND SOURCES TO RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS 

13 April.  From Sources to Analysis:  Malachi Hacohen. 

Reading:


--Karl Popper questions and sources.


--Malachi Haim Hacohen, “Dilemmas of Cosmopolitanism:  Karl Popper, Jewish 
Identity, and ‘Central European Culture’,” Journal of Modern History, 
71:1[March, 1999],  105-149.


--Jacob and Esau questions and sources.


--Malachi Haim Hacohen, “Jacob and Esau, Jewish Emancipation, and the 
Dilemmas of Multiculturalism,” unpublished paper, 29 pages.



Exercise:


None

NOTE:  Final version of writing assignment from SOURCES OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE due.
20 April.  Constructing a Research Strategy to Address an Historical Problem:  Ed Balleisen


During this session, we will discuss your plans for your final paper in which you 
will articulate a question for research in your area of specialty and construct a 
research strategy to address it.  Be sure to state the significance of your question, 
locating it in the historiography of your area.  Describe how you imagine 
yourself working to answer the question; in other words, identify and provide a 
critical analysis of the kinds of sites, sources, and methods you would use.  
Include secondary sources.  Including the bibliography, the paper should be about 
fifteen pages.

The final paper will be due sometime during exam period.  My goal is to give you enough time to write it, and me enough time to grade it before the deadline for submitting grades.

