Sample Research Seminars

These are examples, only, of research seminars, to provide a more concrete idea about the kind of courses the Carnegie Committee was envisioning.  

Topics in the British archives British primary sources

(Team/alternately taught by:  Herrup & Thorne)

Breadth can be achieved archivally as well as topically; indeed, given the seminar’s focus on primary research, archival connections will be more useful, pedagogically, than theoretical, historiographical, or topical unifying themes.  British archives are a goldmine for scholars working in a wide range of fields.  In addition to students whose research interests are in early modern and modern British history, this course will draw students who work on the British Empire and Commonwealth as well as students specializing in Colonial American, Caribbean, African and Asian, and Latin American history in the 17th, 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries.  Diplomatic and military historians working on areas around the world will also find British government archives a revealing source, as well as comparative women’s historians, intellectual historians, etc.

This course would introduce graduate students to the wide range of “British” primary sources, published as well as archival, as well as the reference material and research aids facilitating their use. Emphasis will be placed on the surprisingly rich British source material available here at Duke and at UNC or through Interlibrary loan, on the basis of which each student will produce an article-length paper.  Students will also be introduced to the contents of those collections whose material are not available in the US, enhancing the archival specificity of the student’s future grant proposals and dissertation prospectus.

Research in North American History

(Could be taught by any of the faculty who work in North American history)

This seminar provides a forum for graduate students to pursue substantive historical research within the broad parameters of North American history.  The first few weeks of the seminar will pay attention to a series of general issues, such as: refining research agendas; interpreting evidence; and tailoring narrative strategies to particular kinds of historical arguments.  The bulk of the seminar will take the form of a writing workshop, in which participants present drafts of their research papers.  By the end of the term, each participant is expected to complete an original, polished, essay.   Topics embracing a variety of methodological approaches are welcome (social, cultural, economic, legal, or political history), as are topics in any period or region, as well as comparative or transnational topics that have a significant North American component.  Participants will be expected to seek out advice and feedback from relevant faculty members.

