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In order to fulfill the written examination requirement for the Ph.D., students submit a portfolio of their professional work.  The portfolio demonstrates students' command of their fields and their preparation to undertake dissertation research.  It should be designed with this purpose in mind.  


The portfolio physically must be contained within a three-ring binder.  It must contain the following items:

*  A Table of Contents.
*  A C.V.

*  All research seminar papers.
*  Major written work from all colloquia and readings courses, including


*  historiographical essays.

*  synthetic essays.

*  annotated bibliographies.
*  Any published historical works.
*  A professional essay of 15-20 pages, explaining why you selected your fields, how those fields might be integrated and related to one another, and what you understand to be the leading research issues in the major field(s).

*  A dissertation prospectus of 10 pages, plus bibliography and a 150-word abstract.  (See Prospectus Guidelines).
*  Synthetic essays (up to 3, with a maximum of 25 pages apiece) as mandated by the field committee of the major field.  These essays must be assigned when the student has completed 24 credits, and must receive a grade of "satisfactory" to be included in the portfolio.

The portfolio may contain the following items, if students and their committees find them helpful as evidence of the students' preparation:
*  Additional historiographical essays and annotated bibliographies.
*  Syllabi of courses taught or proposed.

*  Book reviews.

*  Conference papers.

*  Grant proposals.

*  Op-ed pieces.

*  Public-history activities.

*  Web-site designs.


Students should arrange with their faculty committee members for at least one review of their portfolio each year, at the time of the annual review.


Submission of the portfolio:


In the semester following completion of coursework (usually, by the Spring of the third year of graduate study), students present the portfolio formally to their committee and proceed to the oral examination required by the department and the graduate school.

At least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of the oral exam, candidates deposit the portfolio in the graduate office and provide copies of the professional essay and dissertation proposal (and any other materials specifically requested) to each member of the examining committee.  The committee examines the portfolio's contents carefully before the oral exam.  

The committee for the oral examination consists of four department faculty (two in the major field, one in each minor field), and a Graduate School designee.  The oral examination has two emphases:  


a)  A review of the student's program as expressed in the portfolio and a test of the student's ability to define clearly and express coherently the state of the fields; that is, certification of the student's competency in major and minor fields;


b)  The presentation of the dissertation proposal and an exposition of its anticipated contribution to the student's fields.


Following successful conclusion of the oral examination, students must deposit a copy of the final dissertation proposal, as revised in light of the examination, with the Graduate Office.  The proposal should be deposited within the same semester as the oral examination.

