Training activities in oral and written presentation of research results

Year One; oral presentation

1. Itasca Neurobiology Course – Report to the class daily on lab results

2. Cellular/Molecular Neuroscience course - Two students lead discussion of each research paper 

3. Developmental Neuroscience course- Each student prepares to describe the results and significance of a figure or table in a research paper at each class.

4. During rotations attend lab meetings and present research results 
5. Attend weekly Colloquium and Department of Neuroscience seminar 
6. Attend specialty journal clubs related to laboratory rotations.
Year One; written presentation

1. Itasca Neurobiology Course - Keep an individual laboratory notebook

2. Cellular/Molecular Neuroscience course - each student writes a independent review paper 

3. Developmental Neuroscience course - each student writes a research proposal.

4. The Career Skills course includes two sessions on development of writing skills with writing assignments. 

5. The Career Skills course includes a session on preparing for the Written Preliminary Examination. Students receive copies of the previous exam with examples of well-written and poorly-written answers.

Year Two; oral presentation

1. Attend weekly Colloquium and Department of Neuroscience seminar
2. Attend lab meetings and present research results

3. Attend and participate in specialty journal clubs

Year Two; written presentation

1. Career Skills course involves three sessions on writing skills with assignments.

2. Begin to prepare thesis proposal for oral prelim examination.

Year Three; oral presentation

1. Give first 30 min Colloquium presentation to the students and faculty

2. Oral Preliminary Examination
3. Attend weekly Colloquium and Department of Neuroscience Seminar
4. Attend lab meetings and present research results

5. Attend and participate in specialty journal clubs

Year Three; written presentation

1. Prepare and defend thesis proposal for oral preliminary examination

2. Prepare poster for annual retreat of the GPN

3. Optional – Revise thesis proposal and submit application for individual NRSA

Succeeding and final years; oral presentations

1. Present research of the past year at the Colloquium
2. Attend weekly Colloquium and Department of Neuroscience seminar
3. Attend lab meetings and present research results

4. Attend and participate in specialty journal clubs

5. Public presentation of thesis research at Final PhD Oral Examination

Succeeding and final years; written presentations

1. Prepare poster for annual retreat of the GPN (and for the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience)

2. Write thesis and prepare manuscripts for publication

Annual Outreach activities of the Graduate Program in Neuroscience: oral presentations

1. Brain Awareness Week at regional schools

2. University of Minnesota exhibit at the Minnesota State Fair

3. Brain U for middle school science teachers

