Suggested Questions for Potential Advisors

· What is the present funding state of your lab? 

· Will you be able to pay my stipend?

· How will you determine the value of my stipend; will it match that provided by the NGSP?  
· Will my stipend increase during my time in your lab?

· What expectations do you have for me in terms of work hours?

· How will you decide on the projects that I work on?

· How much time in the lab is expected while I am still taking courses? 

· In addition to the core NGSP courses, which others do you require I take? 

· What is your policy regarding vacation time, university holidays and sick leave? 

· How often should I expect to interact with you? Daily? Weekly?

· What is your policy on students attending professional meetings?

· Will I be responsible for any costs associated with attending meetings?

· What expectations does the student have of the advisor?

· In what ways do you mentor your students? 

· In what ways do you assist your students in their future career?

· What are the requirements to complete the program and receive my Ph.D.?  

· What is your philosophy about what I need to accomplish to get a Ph.D.?

· How many papers do I need to have published?  

· What types of positions do students and postdocs from your lab typically advance to?

· How do you determine authorship credit?

